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20673. Plutarch’s Lives in the History of Political Philosophy. This course will examine the application of 
ancient Greek political philosophy to practical activity and individual cases through the study of a 
number of Plutarch’s Parallel Lives of the Noble Grecians and Romans, along with a selection of 
Plutarch’s sources from philosophy, oratory, and historiography. Discussions will consider Plutarch’s 
treatment of questions such as “what is justice?”, “do the means justify the ends?” and “what kind of 
knowledge is required for political virtue?” Readings will fall into three main segments: first, Plutarch’s 
analysis of the good and the truth with an eye to his reading of Plato and its application to practical 
politics; second, his account of virtue, especially in relation to Aristotle; and third, his assessment of the 
Athenian and Spartan regimes, with comparisons of his thought and the writings of Xenophon and 
Thucydides. In writing assignments, including an exercise in writing in Plutarch’s manner and an 
interpretive essay, students will engage in the careful interpretation of Plutarch’s text, and reflect on the 
possibilities and shortcomings of his methods. Interested students may attend translation sessions on 
selections from course reading in Greek or Latin. xFNDL 20673. K. Weeda (TR 11:20a-12:40p, BLENDED) 
 
20674. Nietzsche’s Critique of Christianity. Friedrich Nietzsche is one of the greatest philosophers of all 
time, and one of the sharpest critics of Christianity. The task of this course is to understand how these 
two characteristics of Nietzsche relate to each other and what function the critique of Christianity have 
in his thought at large. We will look at how he develops it in two of his late writings, the Genealogy of 
Morality and the Antichrist, by studying these works in their entirety. We will examine how the problem 
of Christianity is reflected in and related to many of the major themes of his thought, such as the 
problem of suffering, the ascetic ideal, life-affirmation and life-denial, philosophy as a way of life, or the 
overcoming of the human as such. The focus on Christianity will allow us to see Nietzsche’s ideas unfold 
and interact with each other in specific ways and in the context of concrete historical events. Thereby 
we will be able to understand more originally what exactly Nietzsche’s critique of Christianity is and is 
not, and why it matters – both to Nietzsche himself and to us here and now. J. Majernik (TR 2:40p-
5:20p, IN-PERSON) 
 
31717. Plato on Love and Friendship. This course will explore Plato’s understanding of love and 
friendship, their relations between them and relations to philosophy and politics through an 
introductory reading of his Phaedrus and Lysis. xPLSC 31717/FNDL 21720. N Tarcov (MW 1:50p-3:10p, 
REMOTE) 
 
32011.  Data: History and Literature. "Data,” in the words of its most enthusiastic proponents, “will 
transform how we live, work, and think” (Mayer-Schonberger and Cukier 2013). Our most promising 
technologies, such as machine learning, mobilize vas new repositories of digital data.  Addressing the 
most important political and social issues of the present issues, from climate change to wealth 
inequality, would be unthinkable but in terms of data. And who today would dare to act or make 
decisions in a manner that wasn’t data-driven? This course moves beneath contemporary fascination 
with data to analyze its sources in the nineteenth century. Working against the word’s Latin roots – 
meaning “given” – we will analyze instead how data has been created, mobilized, and interpreted over 
this longer span of time. The nineteenth century saw an explosion of social uses of data, drawing on 
probabilistic knowledges dating back to the Enlightenment. Many of the knowledges and techniques 
associated with modernity – statistics, insurance, sociology, population sciences, political economy, and 
policing – reached a new level of intensity during this period. xKNOW 32011/22011. A. Campolo and A. 
Klimchynska (TR 4:20p-5:40p, BLENDED)      
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35001. Theatricality in Modern Art, 1700 to the Present. We examine the dramatic dimension of art in 
the modern era broadly speaking, from the Aristotelian theory of action and motivation, and Diderot’s 
theory of acting, to the linguistic theory of speech acts, romantic notions of the subjective and the 
ineffable (as well as the union of the arts), and the historical cataclysms that call up new modes of 
theatre and visual art, like the French Revolution, the rediscovery of antiquity, and the advent of 
photography and motion pictures, to say nothing of performance art and digital imagery. Paradigms that 
have been influential in one or another discipline, like Michael Fried’s theory of theatricality in art 
history, Heinrich Kleist’s meditation on puppets and Friedrich Nietzsche’s philosophical view of tragedy 
will be examined. On the other hand, the range of artworks meriting dramatic interpretation is just what 
we will be trying to establish. (but figures as diverse as Watteau, Poe, Wagner, Manet and Pollock will 
play a role). xARTH 35009. A. Pop (TR 4:20p-5:40, REMOTE) 
 
35708.  Wittgenstein: Early and Late. The course is devoted to the unity and the disunity in the 
evolution of Wittgenstein’s philosophy. We shall question the prevalent view that the later work 
radically breaks with the earlier. In accord with Wittgenstein’s own advance we shall study 
the Philosophical Investigations in light of the Tractatus, and the Tractatus from the perspective of 
the Philosophical Investigations. We shall also look at some of Wittgenstein’s writing from the thirties 
(e.g., The Big Typescript). xPHIL 35708. Open to undergrads – register in Philosophy. I Kimhi (W 1:50p-
4:40p, REMOTE) 
 
39133.  Benjamin Franklin: The Art of Teaching by Indirection. An examination of Franklin’s lifelong 
attempts to persuade people to change their behavior without appearing to do so. xFNDL 29133. R. 
Lerner (MW 9:10-10:00, REMOTE) 
 
41604.  Kierkegaard’s Concluding Unscientific Postscript by Johannes Climacus. This seminar will 
engage in a close reading of Concluding Unscientific Postscript. The aim will be to develop an 
understanding of topics such as: living in clichés without realizing it, subjectivity and objectivity, ethics, 
eternal happiness, guilt, humor, irony and different manners of being religious. We shall also consider 
the meaning of Kierkegaard's pseudonymous authorship. This will be a seminar that requires active 
participation. Please come to the first session having read up to page 43 of the Alastair Hannay 
translation (Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy). xPHIL 50119. By consent only. J. Lear (M 
1:50p-4:20p, REMOTE) 
 
51721.  Topics in Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethics. A close reading of the Nicomachean Ethics, with 
particular emphasis on his theory of moral virtue, moral education. xPHIL 51721. G. Lear (W 9:10a-12p, 
REMOTE) 
 


